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DETAILED ACTION 
Double Patenting 

omunA^ n01 J.f d ? UWe Patenting rejeCtion is based on a judicially created doctrine 
grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the unjusSor 

C^Sw bym f Pl6 ^ff- ^ InreG °odman, 11 F.3d 1046, 29 USPQ2d 2010 (Fed 

F 2d 937 2 S USPO% "urrll ol^ U§PQ 645 ^ C ^ 1985 * ln " ^ 
i 937 ' 2 USPQ 761 < CCPA 1982 ); At re F oge /, 422 F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 
1970);and, In re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163 USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969) 

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .321(c) may be used to 

p3e7thl^ 

Effective January 1,1994, a registered attorney or agent ofrecord may sign aterminal 
CFR "To,) diSdaimer Si8ned ^ aSSigneC mUSt Com P^ 37 

Claims 1-2 and 5-12 are rejected under the judicially created doctrine of obviousness- 
type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-4 of U.S. Patent No. 6,539,757 to 
Witchey. Although the conflicting claims are not identical, they are not patentably distinct from 
each other because Witchey '757 discloses a base plate having a plurality of bolt holes (claim 1, 
lines 4-5), two sleeves oriented normal to the base plate (claim 1, lines 6-7), a storage sleeve 
oriented parallel to the base plate (claim 1 , lines 1 3-17), a lock mechanism disposed on the base 
plate adjacent one of the sleeves (claim 1, lines 8-9), and a U-bar having an arch shape portion 
and two parallel leg portions, where the leg portions are capable of being positioned inside the 
two sleeves (claim 1, lines 10-12), wherein the locking mechanism is capable of securing the U- 
bar inside the sleeve (claim 1, lines 23-24). However, Witchey '757 does not recite the legs of 
the U-bar adapted for receiving a control lever of the skidsteer there between. It would have 
been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to utilize the 
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U-bar to receive the control lever of the skidsteer in order to securely retain the control lever in 
an inoperable position. 



Claims 3-4 are rejected under the judicially created doctrine of obviousness-type double 
patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-4 of U.S. Patent No. 6,539,757 to Witchey 
(Witchey '757) in view of U.S. Patent Number 6,1 73,590 to Witchey (Witchey '590). 

Witchey recites the invention substantially as claimed. Witchey '757 teaches of a key 
operated locking mechanism. However, Witchey '757 does not recite the locking mechanism is 
a combination lock mechanism. Witchey '590 teaches that key operated locks and combination- 
locking mechanisms are art recognized equivalents (column 2, lines 43-44) in the analogous art 
of skid steer locking devices for the purpose of placing the locking assembly in a locked 
condition. It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention of Witchey '757 was made to utilize either a key locking mechanism or a combination 
controlled locking mechanism, as taught by Witchey '590 in order to place the locking assembly 
in either a locking condition or unlocked condition. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The following patents are cited to further show the state of the art with respect to 
lever locking mechanisms with combination locking devices: 



019 to 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Christopher Boswell whose telephone number is (703) 305-4067. 

The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 - 5:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on (703) 308-2686. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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